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General Description of the Course

I have been interested in the Shoah (the Holocaust) since I was a teenager. However, in the last few years my interest was renewed after my visit to the death camps in Eastern Europe in May 2000. After coming back from Poland I started to research the vast bibliography on the Shoah, focusing mainly on moral dilemmas, and analyzing first hand testimonies, which stressed the complexity of the Holocaust. 

During this course the following questions will be addressed:

What can we learn from the complexity of the Shoah?

What role did organized Jewish religion play during the Shoah?

What role, if any, did religious faith play in the death camps?

The students will be introduced to the study of the Holocaust through documentary videos, basic texts on the Shoah and explanatory maps and sketches.

The students will analyze the contributions of Browning, Todorov, Arendt, Goldhagen, Rubinstein, Levi, Wiesel and Hilberg, among others, to the study of the Shoah.

The students will be exposed to the literature available on “Holocaust Theology” and will discuss how the faith community addressed the Shoah and its moral and religious impact.

The students will receive the visit of one or more survivors from the Shoah, from a survivor’ s child, and possibly from one American soldier who was among the first liberators of the death camp of Dachau, and will hear first hand experiences from them.

Finally, the students will be exposed to a singular, not very well explored, literature on the Shoah. This literature, called “Rabbinic Response (on the Holocaust)” addresses real questions from observant Jews facing religious and moral dilemmas, who looked for practical guidance from leading Rabbis, who were imprisoned with them in the camps. 

Attendance/Participation Policies

Excessive absences will severely affect your ability to complete this course satisfactorily, given the complexity and breadth of the material and skills to be covered, as well as the fact that many other aspects of your grade will depend upon your being present in class. Therefore, to maximize your learning, not to mention your class participation grade, you should adhere strictly to the following guidelines: 

· Be prepared; 

· Participate actively and regularly; 

More specifically, if you accumulate more than 4 absences, for any reason, you will fail the course. You might be encouraged to attend out-of-class film screenings so that we may view longer films without interruption and excessive reduction of class time. You should be on time for each class session. In the event you must be late, please make every attempt to minimize the disruption your late arrival has on the class. 

The course will be graded as follows

· Participation – 10%

· Quiz on Facts – 15 %

· Paper I (Testimonies: Complexity and Dilemmas of the Holocaust) – 25%

· Paper II (Theories on the Holocaust) – 35%

· Three one-page responses - 15% (5% each)

Here are the options for this assignment
You can choose to write one of the 3 one-page responses on
· The presentation of Gary Oberlender 
· The presentation of Juliana Toth 

· The presentation of Lydia Ostwald
You can choose to write one of the 3 one-page responses on
· Ann Frank Remembered (Video)
· The Children of Chabannes (Video) 
You can choose to write one of the 3 one-page responses on
· Survival in Auschwitz: The Nazi Assault on Humanity, by Primo Levi 
· “The Dean and the Chosen People”, by Richard L. Rubenstein
Detailed Description of the Course

Part 1: Facts on the Holocaust

January 18
Formalities

Expectations and Personal Background: How is this course different and similar from other courses?

Introduction to the Course
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  The Holocaust: In memory of Millions. The Discovery Channel (Video) – 90 minutes
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 Reading Assignments for January 25
Historical Overview, from: The Columbia Guide to the Holocaust, By Francis R. Nicosia, Donald L. Niewyk, Francis Nicosia (pp. 3-41, appendix I, maps)

Atlas of the Holocaust, by Martin Gilbert (maps 70, 71, 26, 27, 315,316, page 85)

The Destruction of the European Jews, by Raul Hilberg (Map 7, Table B-1, Table B-2, Map 7)

Never Again: The History of the Holocaust, by Martin Gilbert (Chronology and map)

Holocaust Chronicle, By John Roth (Appendices)

The Holocaust @ http://www.ushmm.org/
See:

History: http://www.ushmm.org/holocaust/
Mapping the Holocaust: http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/focus/maps/
Holocaust Learning Center http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/
January 25
Reviewing the Learned Facts

Reading Maps and Statistics

The Jews from Germany and Eastern Europe: Similitude and differences
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  Excerpts from Shoah (Video)

Perpetrators, Victims and Bystanders
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Reading Assignments for February 1
From: Perpetrators Victims Bystanders: The Jewish Catastrophe, 1933-1945, by Raul Hilberg: Adolf Hitler (3-19), Non German Volunteers (87-102), The Jewish Leaders (105-117), The Refuges (118-125), The Advantaged, the strugglers and the Dispossessed (159-169), The Allies (249-255), Neutral Countries (256-259), The Churches (260-268) 
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 Reading Assignments for the “Quiz on Facts” (March 1
Perpetrators Victims Bystanders: The Jewish Catastrophe, 1933-1945 (the entire book)

Historical Overview, from: The Columbia Guide to the Holocaust, By Francis R. Nicosia, Donald L. Niewyk, Francis Nicosia (pp. 3-41, appendix I, maps)

The Destruction of the European Jews, by Raul Hilberg (Map 7, Table B-1, Table B-2, Map 7)

Holocaust Chronicle, By John Roth (Appendices)

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/
February 1
Perpetrators, Victims and Bystanders: The Students teach!
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 The Liberation of the Camps: Testimony by General Rosson - One-Page Response
[image: image7.png]


  The Last Days (Video)
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 Reading Assignments for February 8
Survival in Auschwitz: The Nazi Assault on Humanity, by Primo Levi (the entire book) 

Maus: A Survivor's Tale - 2 Volume Boxed Set, by Art Spiegelman (the entire two volumes)

Part 2: The Personal Experience: Complexity and Dilemmas

February 8
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 A first Hand Experience. Gary Oberlender: Talking with a survivor’s child One-Page Response
Maus: A Survivor's Tale, by Art Spiegelman 
Survival in Auschwitz: The Nazi Assault on Humanity, by Primo Levi - One-Page Response
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 Reading Assignments for February 15
Night, by Ellie Wiesel (the entire book)

February 15
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  The Children of Chabannes (Video) –One-Page Response 
Night, by Ellie Wiesel 
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 Reading Assignments for February 22
From: Yehuda Bauer: Jewish Reactions to the Holocaust, Chapter 22: As Sheep to the Slaughter?

From: The Drowned and the Saved, by Primo Levi, Chapter 2: The Gray Zone (Pages 36-69)
February 22
Dealing with complexity and Dilemmas: Debrief on the Viewed Videos and Introduction to further readings
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  Excerpts from Shoah (Video)

Yehuda Bauer - Jewish Reactions to the Holocaust
The Drowned and the Saved, by Primo Levi, Chapter 2: The Gray Zone 

March 1
Quiz on Facts (30 minutes)
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  Auschwitz: The Final Witness (2000) – (Video) - Director: Sheldon Lazarus (16’ 20” – 24’ 43”, 28’ 40” – 34’ 25”, 38’ 40” – 40’ 35”)
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  Ambulance (Video)

The Janusz Korczak’s Heritage
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 Reading Assignments for March 15
From: After Auschwitz: History, Theology, & Contemporary Judaism, by Richard L. Rubenstein, “The Dean and the Chosen People” (Pages 47-58)

March 8 (Spring Break)

Part 3: Theories on the Holocaust: How did it happen?

March 15
Introduction: trying to explain the unexplainable 

Holocaust Theology (Part I): A Glimpse into a Proposal for a Different Course

· The Question – The Answers

· “Losing the Faith” – “Keeping the Faith” (Stories and Testimonies)

· Traditional and Liberal Jewish Explanations to the Shoah and the problem of Evil

Holocaust Theology (Part II): 

· A Christian Religious Response - Richard L. Rubenstein - After Auschwitz: History, Theology, & Contemporary Judaism - One-Page Response
· The Religious Answers: Limitations and Implications 

· Dealing with the Extreme in a different way: The Jewish Religious “Responsa” on and During the Holocaust
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 Reading Assignments for March 22
From: Hannah Arendt- Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil, Chapter 7: “Duties of a Law-Abiding Citizen” (Pages 135-150)

From: Daniel Jonah Goldhagen - Hitler's Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans & the Holocaust, Chapter 16: “Eliminationist Anti-Semitism as Genocidal Motivation” (Pages 416-454)

The first paper on The Personal Experience: Complexity and Dilemmas is due on March 22
March 22
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 The Holocaust: A first Hand Experience. Testimony of Juliana Toth

Hannah Arendt- Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil

Daniel Jonah Goldhagen - Hitler's Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans & the Holocaust
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 Reading Assignments for March 29
From: Tzvetan Todorov, Arthur Denner, Abigail Pollak: Facing the Extreme: Moral Life in the Concentration Camps, Fragmentation (Pages 141-157) & Depersonalization Pages (158-178)

From: Christopher R. Browning - Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 & the Final Solution in Poland, Chapters 7 & 8 (Pages 55-77))

March 29
Tzvetan Todorov, Arthur Denner, Abigail Pollak: Facing the Extreme: Moral Life in the Concentration Camps

Christopher R. Browning - Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 & the Final Solution in Poland
April 5
Theories on the Holocaust: Wrapping Up!
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 Betty & Martin Oberlender’s Personal Testimony (Video)

April 12
Passover: NO Classes.

April 19
Passover: NO Classes.

April 26
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 The Holocaust: A first Hand Experience. Testimony of Lydia Ostwald
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 Ann Frank Remembered (Video)
The Second paper on Theories on the Holocaust due on May 4
Part 4: Final Considerations 

May 3
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 The Holocaust: A first Hand Experience. Testimony of Fran Weiss
Putting the Pieces Together (Wrapping Up)

Required Bibliography (Books you have to read for the class)

Maus: A Survivor's Tale - 2 Volume Boxed Set

Art Spiegelman 

Paperback / October 1993

Survival in Auschwitz: The Nazi Assault on Humanity

Primo Levi, Stuart Woolf

Paperback / Touchstone Books / September, 1995

Night

Elie Wiesel, Stella Rodway, Francois Mauriac 

Paperback / Bantam Books / April, 1982

Perpetrators Victims Bystanders: The Jewish Catastrophe, 1933-1945

Raul Hilberg 

Hardcover / HarperCollins / September, 1992

Web Links (you will need to be familiar with these websites)

The United States Holocaust Museum Memorial 

@ http://www.ushmm.org/
See:

History: http://www.ushmm.org/holocaust/
Mapping the Holocaust: http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/focus/maps/
Holocaust Learning Center http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/
Yad Vashem - The Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority
@ http://www.yadvashem.org/
See:

Resource Center: http://www1.yadvashem.org/Odot/prog/index_before_change_table.asp
Extended Bibliography

Holocaust: Religious & Philosophical Implications

John K. Roth, Michael Berenbaum 

Hardcover / Paragon House / December, 1989

Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 & the Final Solution in Poland

Christopher R. Browning 

Hardcover / HarperCollins / March, 1992

I Will Be Sanctified: Religious Responses to the Holocaust

Edward Levin, Yehezkel Fogel 

Hardcover / Jason Aronson / July, 1998

Jewish Reactions to the Holocaust

Yehuda Bauer 

Paperback / Jewish Lights Pub / July, 1997

The Drowned & the Saved

Primo Levi, Raymond Rosenthal 

Hardcover / Simon & Schuster / January, 1988

Rabbinic Responsa of the Holocaust Era

Robert Kirschner 

Hardcover / Schocken Books / July, 1985

Responsa from the Holocaust

Ephraim, Rabbi Oshry, Y. Leiman, B. Goldman 

Hardcover / Judaica Pr / 15 March, 2001
Never Again: The History of the Holocaust

Martin Gilbert 

Hardcover / Universe Books / June, 2000 / 0789304090

Facing the Extreme: Moral Life in the Concentration Camps

Tzvetan Todorov, Arthur Denner, Abigail Pollak 

Hardcover / Henry Holt & Company, Inc. / January, 1996

Hitler's Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans & the Holocaust

Daniel Jonah Goldhagen 

Hardcover / Knopf / March, 1996
Rethinking the Holocaust

Yehuda Bauer 

Hardcover / Yale Univ Pr / January, 2001

After Auschwitz: History, Theology, and Contemporary Judaism 
By Richard L. Rubenstein 

Paperback  /  Johns Hopkins Univ Pr  /  May 1992  /  0801842859
Atlas of the Holocaust

Martin Gilbert 

Hardcover / Viking Penguin Inc / November, 1982

Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil

Hannah Arendt 

Paperback / Penguin USA (Paper) / January, 1994

A History of the Holocaust

Yehuda Bauer 

School & Library Binding / Franklin Watts, Inc. / April, 1982

Shoah: An Oral History of the Holocaust: The Complete Text of the Film

Claude Lanzmann 

Paperback / Pantheon Books / April, 1987

The Echo of the Nazi Holocaust in Rabbinic Literature

Rabbi Dr H.J. Zimmels 

Hardcover / KTAV Publishing House / June, 1977

Destruction of the European Jews: Boxed , 3rd Edition 
By Raul Hilberg 

Hardcover  /  1388 Pages  /  Yale Univ Pr  /  June 2003  /  0300095570
Anatomy of the Auschwitz Death Camp 
By Yisrael Gutman, U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, U.S. Holocaust Research Institute 

Hardcover  /  638 Pages  /  Indiana Univ Pr  /  June 1994  /  0253326842
Sources of Holocaust Research: An Analysis

Raul Hilberg 

Hardcover / September 2001

The Jewish Bible After the Holocaust: A Re-Reading

Emil L. Fackenheim 

Indiana University Press / February, 1991

God's Presence in History: Jewish Affirmations & Philosophical Reflections

Emil L. Fackenheim, Emil L. Frackenheim 

Jason Aronson / May, 1997

To Mend the World: Foundations of Post-Holocaust Jewish Thought

Emil L. Fackenheim 

Indiana University Press / May, 1994

The Case for Auschwitz: Evidence from the Irving Trial

R. J. Van Pelt, Robert Jan Van Pelt 

Hardcover / Indiana University Press / 01 January, 2002

Columbia Guide to the Holocaust 

By Donald L. Niewyk, Francis Nicosia 

Paperback  /  Columbia Univ Pr  /  August 2000  /  0231112017

Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust 
By Yaffa Eliach 

Hardcover  /  Oxford Univ Pr  /  October 1982  /  0195031997
Holocaust Chronicle: A History in Words and Pictures 
By John Roth 
Hardcover  /  765 Pages  /  Publications Intl  /  January 2000  /  0785329633
War Against the Jews: 1933-1945 (Reissue) 
By Lucy S. Dawidowicz 
Paperback  /  Bantam Dell Pub Group  /  February 1991  /  055334532X

Facundo: Civilization and Barbarism 
By Domingof Sarmiento, Kathleen Ross 
Hardcover  /  320 Pages  /  Univ of California Pr  /  January 2004  /  0520081595
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