The Holocaust: In memory of Millions. The Discovery Channel (Video) – 90 minutes
This film is an introduction to the Holocaust Museum in Washington D.C. and a good introduction to the Holocaust in general. Walter Cronkite interviews Nobel Prize winner and holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel, as the two take a tour through the Holocaust Museum. The interview is interspersed with actual footage from the concentration camps taken upon liberation by the allied troops (some of the pictures are quite graphic; footage is not edited). 

What to look for:

· The historical input from Raul Hilberg, probably the most important scholar on the Holocaust.

· The insights of Ellie Wiesel at the end of the presentation

· The testimonies of the survivors through the presentation (which account for the story of the Holocaust)

Auschwitz: The Final Witness (2000)

Director: Sheldon Lazarus

16’ 20” – 24’ 43”

28’ 40” – 34’ 25”

38’ 40” – 40’ 35”

The invaluable testimonies of three survivors of the death camps at Auschwitz and Birkenau are shared in this powerful documentary. The three men were transported from Greece to the death camps and forced to work as sondercommandos, the Jewish prisoners with the unthinkable job of clearing out the gas chambers and burning the bodies in the ovens of the crematoria. 55 years after their devastating experiences, the men returned to Auschwitz for the first time to discuss the German killing machine that took their families from them.

What to look for:

· One of the few first hand testimonies on the gassing in Auschwitz

· The killing process in Auschwitz
· The dimension of the killing

· The brutality of the Nazis

One of the survivors reflecting on his “job” as sondercommandos says (24’ 10”): “and little by little we became animals…” 

A lot was written about the moral dilemma which the sondercommandos needed to face, being this one of the most complex aspects of the Holocaust.

· Many times lay people refer to the Nazis as “animals, beasts or monsters”. What is it implied in this assertion? Why is it problematic? How is it different from the survivors self reflection: “and little by little we became animals…” 

· Can you point to some personal stories of the sondercommandos’ subhuman task in which we can see sparks of humanity?

The Last Days (1998)

A film by James Moll

Steven Spielberg and the Shoah Foundation

This is a documentary of the last days of world war II and Germany's preoccupation with annihilating the Jews of Hungary even when they were losing the war instead of focusing their attention on the war they were losing. The video interviews 5 survivors and one SS doctor. There stories are incredible, moving and ultimately uplifting. Steven Spielberg's most important work, those are his words, not mine.
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