Holocaust Film List
By: Aaron Sherman

*The following is a detailed list of 25 Movies about one of the most horrific events in History, the Holocaust.  The movies are organized alphabetically.  This list was written for The Judaic Studies and History Class 3494 at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University in the Spring Semester of 2005.  The class is taught by Rabbi Manes Kogan.  

1. America and the Holocaust: Deceit and Indifference (1994):

1.  Written and directed by Directed by Martin Ostrow, and narrarated by Hal Linden, this documentary that goes into excellent and yet disturbing detail about America’s reaction to the turmoil of the Jews in World War II.  The documentary provides a vivid picture of anti-Semitism expressed by the Americans towards Jews within the United States as well as abroad.

2.  This film is presented in black and white as well as color, and is 90 minutes long.

2.  Border Street (1948):

1.  One of the earliest films about the Holocaust, Border Street, shows life as it was in the Warsaw ghetto, and culminates in the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.  The film is very effective in viewing the event through the eyes of four youth, and their struggle for the defense of their lives.

2.  This movie is made by Polart, and is 122 minutes long.

3.  Children Remember the Holocaust (1995):

1.  A documentary directed by Mark Gordon, this film is hosted by Keanu Reeves, and is voiced by actresses such as Kirsten Dunst and Cynthia Nixon.  The film captures the true essence of the Holocaust as it pertained to the Jewish children of that time, as well as the understanding by children today.

2.  Also known as Nothing but Sun, the movie is presented in English and Color.

4.  Eyes of the Holocaust (2000):

1.  Written and directed by Janos Szasz, this a short film about the Holocaust, World War II, and its survivors.  The movie is of a little girl looking at pictures and reading memoirs of survivors, and as she does footage and pictures of the survivors and events of the Holocaust are brought to life.  The film engages the viewer and displays footage not seen in any other movie.

2.  The movie is 56 minutes long and presented in color.

5.  Imaginary Witness: Hollywood and the Holocaust (2004):

1.  A documentary directed by Daniel Anker, this movie includes actual footage from the Holocaust and many interviews.  This movie focuses on shedding the light on Hollywood and the way that it has exploited the Holocaust for movies, for right and wrong purposes.  This movie shows how the United States did not sit in cowardice with the knowledge that Nazi Germany was killing the Jews, and shows how the U.S. really did step forward and try to aid in the extermination of the camps. 

2.  The movie is 92 minutes long and in color.

6.  Hiding and Seeking: Faith and Tolerance after the Holocaust (2004):

1.  The movie is directed by Menachem Duam and Oren Rudavsky, and stars a number of Holocaust survivors as well as descendants of Holocaust survivors.  The movie follows Menachem Duam as he tries to extinguish the intolerance that his sons are being taught at their university.  The movie brings into light many problems within today’s religion studies that are facing Orthodox Jews and more specifically, Holocaust survivors.

2.  The movie’s short title in the United States is Hiding and Seeking, and the movie is in color.
7.  Holokaust (2000):

1.  Directed by Friederike Dreycluft and Maurice Phillip Remy, this film is a series with actual footage of Adolph Hitler, and goes into the depth of his horrible acts of murder and cruelty against the millions of Holocaust victims.

2.  Also know in the U.S.A. as Hitler’s Holocaust, is a series of six episodes in color and black and white, and is approximately 270 minutes long.
8.  Holocaust 2: The Memories, Delirium and the Vendetta, Part Two (1980):

1.  An Australian movie written and directed by Angelo Pannaccio, this fictional movie follows a secret group of Jewish activist which hunt down and murder the doctors and soldiers that tortured their family members within an extermination camp.

2.  For Europe (in English), the movie was also titled: Subliminal: A Splendid Day to Die In.  The movie is in color and is 76 minutes long.

9.  Judgment at Nuremburg (1961):

1.  Winning an Oscar for Best Picture, Judgment at Nuremburg is a movie that follows the trial of German Judges that were accused of “Crimes committed in the name of the law.”  Starring Judy Garland, the film shows the difficulty of proclaiming exactly who was responsible and should take accountability for what Nazi Germany did in World War II.

2.  This film is by MGM and 187 minutes long.
10.  Lodz Ghetto (1989):

1.  This documentary provides a view into the terrible conditions and horrible actions of the Nazis within the Lodz Ghetto.  Using documents, the voices of survivors, contemporary film footage, dairies and memoirs, the film brings to life the memories of those leaving our generation.

2.  This film is by the Jewish Heritage Project and is 118 minutes long.

11.  Now…After All These Years (1981):

1.  In this documentary, a German filmmaker tries to reconstitute the recent history of the only Prussian village that was evenly divided between Jews and Christians, Rhina.  He is able to capture the ignorance and denial towards the past by talking to people within the village, as well as those who have moved to New York City.

2.  The film is distributed by Facets, and is 60 minutes long.

12.  Partisans of Vilna (1986):

1.  With footage from the early 1940’s, this documentary follows the lives of partisans within the Vilna ghetto during the Holocaust.  The film delves into the moral dilemmas and constant danger surrounding the young people fighting in the woods of the ghetto.

2.  The film is distributed by the National Center for Jewish film at Brandeis University, and is 130 minutes long.

13.  Remembrance of Love (1982):

1.  Directed by Jack Smght and written by Harold Jack Bloom, this movie of drama and romance stars Kirk Douglas and Eric Douglas.  The movie follows Joe Rabin, a holocaust survivor, as he moves to America and has a family.  Included in the movie is beautiful footage of Israel.

2.  The movie is in color and is approximately 100 minutes long.

14.  Schindler’s List (1993):
1.  The movie is directed by Steven Spielberg, the screenplay was written by Steven Zaillian, and the starring role is Liam Neeson.  It is a fictional story about a man named Oskar Schindler who uses a factory in Poland to save the Jews after witnessing the horrific things being done to them.

2.  The movie is black and white, rated R for language, violence, and sexuality and 195 minutes long.

15.  So Many Miracles (1987):

1.  This documentary follows the lives of two Holocaust survivors, Israel and Frania Rubinek, as they return to Poland to be reunited with a woman named Sofia, who hid them during the Holocaust.  This movie places emphasis on the “righteous gentiles” during the war who aided the Jews in hiding from the Germans.

2.  The film is distributed by the National Center for Jewish film at Brandeis University, and is 58 minutes long.

16.  The Holocaust: In Memory of Millions (1994):

1.  Directed by Brian Blake and hosted by Walter Cronkite, this film is a documentary on the survivors of the Holocaust.  Not only are the Jewish survivors highlighted and interviewed, but also those who fought in World War II and had interaction with those at the camps.

2.  The film is presented in color and runs 90 minutes long.

17.  The Holocaust on Trial (2000):

1.  Written and directed by Leslie Woodhead, this documentary is a dramatic reconstruction of an investigation of the evidence to Adolph Hitler’s Final Solution.  Created for TV on PBS, the movie appears to have a very strong view of the wrong doings by Hitler and the Nazi party during World War II against the Jews, and exploits the Third Reich for everything they did.

2.  The film is in color and runs 110 minutes long.

18.  The Music Box (1988):

1.  This movie is an intense court room thriller staring Jessica Lange.  The movie is set in the time following World War II when war criminals are being prosecuted and follows the life of an attorney on the most difficult case of her life!

2.  This movie is distributed by Live Home Video and is 126 minutes long.

19.  The Wannsee Conference (1984):

1.  This movie is a reenacted drama of the Wannsee Conference where Nazi leaders such as Adolph Hitler and Adolph Eichmann sit, eat, and enjoy each other’s company as they plan the Final Solution, the plan for exterminating the 11 million Jews in Europe.

2.  The movie was created by Home Vision and is 87 minutes long.

20.  They Risked Their Lives: Rescuers of the Holocaust (1991):

1.  Directed by Gay Block, this documentary defines the lives and courage of those who risked their lives to preserve life in a time of turmoil and injustice.  The film interviews many people from all over Europe at the time of the Holocaust.

2.  The movie is presented in color and is approximately one hour long.

21.  Terezin Diary (1990):

1.  This movie documents the recollections of the interns within the Terezin Concentration Camp.  Going into great depth in interviews with the survivor’s children, they relate what it took to keep each other alive and motivated.

2.  This movie is by First Run Icarus Films, and is 88 minutes long.

22.  Weapons of Spirit (1989):

1.  Created by filmmaker Pierre Sauvage, through historical footage and interviews, this film documents Holocaust survivors who rescued and were rescued within a small French village that save thousands, and how they continue to battle Nazism with a steadfast spiritual opposition within France.

2.  The film is distributed by the National Center for Jewish film at Brandeis University, and is 35 minutes long.

23.  Witness: Voices from the Holocaust (1999):
1.  Directed by Joshua Greene, this documentary traces life before, during and after the Nazi regime, and what the life of a Jew was like in many different circumstances.  The film weaves together testimonies from Yale University’s Video Archive for Holocaust testimonies to create a vividly moving and intimately personal history of the period.
2.  The film includes many personal testimonies and is 86 minutes long.

24.  Witnesses to the Holocaust: The trial of Adolph Eichmann(1987):
1.  Narrated by Joel Grey, this film outlines the trial of Adolph Eichmann and the investigation behind Adolph Hitler’s Final Solution.  The film includes actual court proceedings, eyewitness testimony, and documentary evidence.

2.  The movie is produced by Warner Brothers and is 87 minutes long.

25.  *Untitled Ukrainian Holocaust Project (2007)*:

1.  Obviously, this movie is not out yet, but is in production.  It is being made in the U.S., and will be a documentary telling the story of the Babi Yar massacre.  Survivors will tell the story of how over 100,000 Jews were massacred by German soldiers.

2.  The movie will be in color, presented in English, and released in 2007.
