679 / PESACH/SHAVUOS/SUCCOS MUSSAF

HOLINESS OF THE DAY

1NN RN You have chosen us from all the peoples; You loved

us and found favor in us; You exalted us above all the
tongues and You sanctified us with Your commandments. You drew us
close, our King, to Your service and proclaimed Your great and Holy
Name upon us.

On the Sabbath, add the words in brackets.

1NN And You gave us, HASHEM, our God, with love [Sabbaths for
rest], appointed Festivals for gladness, Festivals and times for
joy, [this day of Sabbath and]

On On On On Shemini Atzeres

Pesach Shavuos Succos and Simchas Torah
this day of this day of this day of | the eighth day,
the Festival the Festival the Festival this Festival
of Matzos, of Shavuos, of Succos, of Assembly,
the time of the time of the the time of the time of

our freedom | giving of our Torah | our gladness | our gladness

[with love] a holy convocation, a memorial of the Exodus from Egypt.

RN ’l§ﬂ1 But because of our sins* we have been exiled from our

land and sent far from our soil.* We cannot ascend to
appear and to prostrate ourselves before You, and to perform our
obligations in the House of Your choice, in the great and holy House
upon which Your Name was proclaimed, because of the hand that was
dispatched against Your Sanctuary. May it be Your will, HASHEM, our
God and the God of our forefathers, O merciful King, that You once
more be compassionate upon us and upon Your Sanctuary in
Your abundant mercy, and rebuild it soon and magnify its glory.* Our
Father, our King, reveal the glory of Your Kingship upon us, speedily;
appear and be uplifted over us before the eyes of all the living.
Draw our scattered ones near, from among the nations, and
bring in our dispersions from the ends of the earth. Bring us to
Zion, Your City, in glad song, and to Jerusalem, home of Your
Sanctuary, in eternal joy. There we will perform before You
our obligatory offerings, the continual offerings according to
their order and the additional offerings according to their law. And

years, are observed by Jewish landowners in
Eretz Yisrael even if the country is under foreign

rule. We now say that the exile has deprived all’

or most of our people of these two categories of
commandments. Then, we go on to mention a
third category that we are deprived of in exile —
the performance of the Temple service.

1123 Y7 Am NRM — And rebuild it soon
and magnify its glory. Eretz Yisrael and the
Temple are more than geographical or architect-
ural concepts. There is a spiritual Presence that
complements the material places on earth, When
Israel sinned the spiritual Presence withdrew
because it could not tolerate the nearness of
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ultimately be recognized by the entire human
race.

@§ Y e — But because of our sins. This is
a cardinal principle of Jewish faith. History is not
haphazard; Israel’s exile and centuries-long
distress is a result of its sins. [t is axiomatic,
therefore, that only repentance can reverse this
process.

- WK — From our land ... from our

soil. The term YK, land, refers to the entire
country from which the nation as a whole was
exiled; MK, soil, refers to the individual parcels
of land. These two conditions involve halachic
differences. Some commandments, such as the
laws of the Jubilee Year and the laws of Jewish
indentured servants, cannot be observed unless
the nation as a whole lives in Eretz Yisrael. Other
commandments, such as those relating to tithes
and the use of fruits during a tree’s first four



