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False

[ will cause their memory to cease from man’ —

Notions of 27 yere it not that the anger of the enemy was pent up, lest his tormenters misinterpret;

Conquerors

The
Enemy’s
Foolish
Conceit

the Jest they say, ‘Our hand was raised in triumph,
and it was not HASHEM Who accomplished all this!’
28 For they are a nation bereft of counsel, and there is no discernment in them.
23 Were they wise they would comprehend this, they would discern it from their end.
30 For how could one pursue a thousand, and two cause a myriad to flee,
if not that their Rock had sold them out, and HASHEM had delivered them?

3t — for not like our Rock is their rock — yet our enemies judge us!

Source of
Israel’s
Suffering

32 For their vineyard is from the vineyard of Sodom, and from the fields of Gomorrah;
their grapes are grapes of gall, so clusters of bitterness were given them.
33 Serpents’ venom is their wine, the poison of cruel vipers.

345 it not revealed with Me, sealed in My treasuries?
35 Mine is vengeance and retribution at the time their foot will falter,

Israel is
Comforted

for the day of their catastrophe is near, and future events are rushing at them.”
36 When HASHEM will have judged His people,

28. i nivy 12K Mx — They are a nation bereft of counsel.
The non-Jewish conquerors are convinced of their own invin-
cibility because they are too foolish to analyze what hap-
pened, for, as verse 29 continues, if they had considered the
magnitude of Israel’s downfall, they would have realized that
only God could have brought it about. They would have un-
derstood that the only reason Israel could have suffered such
an ignominious end was that its sins had caused God to hand
them over to their enemies. Otherwise, how was it possible
for one soldier to pursue a thousand, and for two people to
pursue ten thousand (v. 30)? Clearly, it was God’'s doing
(Rashi).

31. o7ax 173¥2 XY 13 — For not like our Rock is their rock. The
enemy should have realized that their triumphs were not due
to the power of their gods, for their rock, i.e., god, is no
comparison to the true Rock. Clearly, therefore, if our ene-
mies judge us, i.e., defeat and punish us, it is because God
willed it so (Rashi).

According to Ramban, Moses is chastising Israel's ene-
mies, telling them that they should realize that their victories
are temporary and that they should realize that God will
bring them to account for their own sins: opgx? w33, they
should understand what their [own] end will be (v. 29), for just
as God's hand in Israel's defeat was undeniable, so the victors
should have realized that their own downfall at His hands is
inevitable. .
32-35. Source of Israel’s suffering. According to Rashi,
the Torah has ended its discussion of the nations and reverts
to Israel, explaining why they were deserving of such a crush-
ing defeat. According to Ramban and Sforno, however, the
Torah continues to describe the evil of the nations, as will be
outlined in the notes.

32. 01p3 010 1930713 — For their vineyard is from the vineyard

of Sodom. The reason Israel suffered so was because they
behaved like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, as if the
Jews were transplants of those two evil cities that became the
prototype of wickedness (see Genesis 18-19). As a result,
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Israel suffered what it had itself wrought: Because the Jews
became evil, they were forced to eat the fruits of their wicked-
ness and suffer at the hands of cruel and evil conquerors, as
if (v. 33) their wine turned to poison (Rashi).

According to Ramban, this, too, refers to the nations. They
refused to see the truth because they were outgrowths of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Israel, however, learns from its suf-
fering and repents, in belated recognition that God made it
possible for them to be defeated and exiled. Sforno explains
the comparison with Sodom. The Sodomites were rich and
complacent, thinking only about their selfish pleasures and
how to avoid sharing their bounty with anyone else. Such
people never imagine that their successes can be due to
anything but their personal superiority.

34. »1oy ona N KY — /s it not revealed with Me? Didn't
Israel realize that they could not hide their sins from Me?
Didn’t they know that all was revealed before Me, and I was
waiting for the appropriate time to punish them for their
sins? (Rashi).

35. When the time comes that the merit of their ancestors
can no longer protect them — when their foot will falter —
God's vengeance and retribution will be at hand, and will
come upon them very quickly. The dire prophecies of the
Song are now over, and Moses is about to begin the comfort-
ing assurance that once they have been punished and have
repented, God will bring redemption with equal alacrity
(ibid.).

According to Ramban and Sforno, these verses are a con-
tinuation of the warning to the nations that their cruelties to
Israel would not be forgotten, and retribution will come to
them when their own measure of sin is filled.

36-43. Israel is comforted. Neither Israel’s sins nor the
exiles and suffering they bring about can sever the bond
between it and God. Eventually, the closeness will be re-
stored and the final redemption will come.

36. iy 111719 — When HAsHEM will have judged His people.
After God has finished the punishment that His judgment has
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